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Commencement notice



Filed electronically

Completion of an online assessment

Preliminary inspection plan

Certificates and Notices

Fee

Commencement notice



accompanied by—

such plans, calculations, specifications and 
particulars as are necessary to outline how the 
proposed works or building will comply 
with the requirements of the Second Schedule to the Building Regulations 
relevant to the works or building concerned, and including—

(I) general arrangement drawings including plans, sections and elevations,

(II) a schedule of such plans, calculations, specifications and particulars

as are currently designed or as are to be prepared at a later date,

Commencement notice



Commencement notice



Structurally designed to specified load criteria?

Commencement notice



Commencement notice



Commencement notice



Commencement notice



Commencement notice



Has sufficient detail been provided to show BR compliance

•Foundation details including radon membrane & sump
•Hardcore and blinding details and specification – SR21
•Wall details including ties, straps, lintels
•Window & door opening details
•First floor and Roof Details
•Structural supports such as RSJ’s, resting pads, levelling shims
•Insulation details of floors, walls and roof
•Part L specification report

Commencement notice



Modern Methods Of Construction (MMC)



Modern Methods Of Construction (MMC)

An industry term used to describe a range of manufacturing and 
innovative alternatives to traditional construction and includes

volumetric construction – 3D units made in factories and delivered 
to site

panelised systems – flat panel units such as panelised walls

sub-assemblies and components – partition wall systems, roofing 
assemblies

pods – non-loadbearing volumetric assemblies such as kitchens 
and bathrooms

site-based MMC – Insulated Concrete Formwork (ICF)



Modern Methods Of Construction (MMC)

Part A - Structure Part G - Hygiene

Part B - Fire Part H – Drainage and Waste 
Disposal

Part C – Site preparation & 
Resistance to Moisture

Part J – Heat Producing 
Appliances

Part D – Materials and 
Workmanship

Part K- Stairs and Ladders, Ramps 
& Guards

Part E - Sound Part L – Conservation of Fuel and 
Energy

Part F - Ventilation Part M – Access and Use

MMC must comply with the Irish Building Regulations.



How to show Building Regulation compliance

•Agrément Certificate 
• The aim is to enhance the certification process for

MMC and provide a clear pathway for system 
manufacturers on the assessment process for 
Agrément Certification.

Commencement notice



Agrément Certification
The process of applies to those products and processes which do 
not fall within the scope of existing construction standards, either 
because they are innovative or because they deviate from 
established norms. 

The NSAI assess for compliance with the Irish Building Regulations, 
and where appropriate, issue Agrément certificates. 

The certificate confirms that the building products, materials, 
techniques and equipment are safe and fit for purpose in 
accordance with the Irish Building Regulations and with the terms of 
the certificate.



e.g. Agrément Certificate for an ICF System

Certificate covers aspects such as:
Specified use
Assessment
Technical specification such as walls, floors and roof
Design data such as strength and stability, structural fire safety, 

weathertightness
Technical Investigations such as behaviour in relation to fire, thermal 

insulation, Condensation, Sound and Durability



Agrément Certificate - an ICF System

Specified use:

for use in the construction of buildings up to a maximum of 
six storeys in height in purpose groups 1(c), 2(a), 2(b), 3, 4(a) 

and 4(b), and 
up to five storeys in height in purpose groups 1(a), 1(b) and 

1(d)



Technical Specification – Installation:

Site construction is undertaken using approved/trained 
installers in accordance with the Installation Manual. 

Agrément Certificate - an ICF System



Technical Specification – External Walls:

NSAI Agrément approved external render for use with EPS
ICF EPS outer leaf of specified thickness 
Reinforced concrete core of specified thickness
ICF EPS inner leaf of specified thickness 
12.5mm plasterboard slabs fixed directly through the EPS 

into the concrete core 
4mm gypsum skim coat plaster

Agrément Certificate - an ICF System



ICF Build - External Walls



ICF Build - External Walls



CN checks

Specified use
Trained installers
Differences in technical specification details between Agrément

Certificate/Commencement Notice submission

Agrément Certificate - an ICF System



No Agrément Certificate
CN must be accompanied by—

such plans, calculations, specifications and particulars as are 
necessary to outline how the proposed works or building will 
comply 
with the requirements of the Second Schedule to the Building Regulations

Technical Specification/System Manual  ???



e.g. A steel frame System



Part A

Structural design of Foundations, Floors,
Walls, Roof 
& between foundation and building

Steel frame  - Designed to Eurocodes 
EN 1991 (Eurocode 1) Actions on Structures
EN 1993 (Eurocode 3) Design of Steel Structures

Request calculations or certificate from Competent Person
+ construction details



Part A



Structural fire resistance performance &
Behaviour in relation to fire

Fire test IS EN 1364, IS EN 1365, IS EN 1366, IS EN 1636

Penetrations for downlighters, extract fans, detectors, etc

Accredited for testing in EU

Copy of fire test report

Part B



Part B



Wall make up -
Load bearing
Non-load bearing
Party Wall construction

Part B



Fire stopping
Timber battens around openings
Cavity barriers
Electrical back boxes
Putty pads

Part B



Exposure conditions for Ireland

Part C



Radon
Moisture from the ground

Drainage cavity at least 50mm wide
Cladding system - below DPC, above DPC

Part C



CE & DoP of products

 Steel frame to IS EN 10346  & galvanised with min 275g/m2 
 Vapour Control Layer
Wall breather membranes
 Sheating Board
 Floor decking
 Insulation
 Roof trusses, underlays, coverings
 Cladding - below DPC, above DPC

Part D



Durability
 Structural & key elements must have minimum 60 years
 Non-structural individual components must have minimum 

25 years

Delivery to site
Storage both off-site & on-site

Part D



Factory production control process & method of 
demonstrating compliance – proofs

Part D



Part L specification report

Part L



ACDs
Thermal modelling of junctions 
Condensation risk analysis
Interstitial condensation assessment 
Assessments to I.S. EN ISO 13788 or I.S. EN ISO 15026

Part L



Thank You
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